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The midline also provides repellent information. An erate overexpression of comm leads to a phenotype similar to robo, strong comm overexpression (ϩϩϩ) leads to a phenotype similar to slit. Anterior is up. * E-mail: davie@hms.harvard.edu and flanagan@hms.harvard.edu. two important functions: (1) to prevent axons from inapdramatic midline crossing defects, implying that they act in the same molecular pathway. As a confirmation of propriately crossing (or recrossing) the midline, and (2) to induce a switch in growth cone responsiveness to the hypothesis that Slit repels axons, Slit was ectopically expressed in developing muscles. The relationship between the structure of Slit2 and its biochemical purification scheme. Since no convenient various actions has already been partly worked out, bioassay was available, they developed their own. By though other aspects remain as interesting questions. dispersing DRG neurons in a collagen gel at low density, Slit2 is proteolytically cleaved to produce two large fragthey were able to show that formation of prominent ments, Slit2-N and Slit2-C (Brose et al., 1999; Wang et collateral branches is promoted by a homogenate of embryonic spinal cord. The next phase was a series of al., 1999). These two differ in their tendency to remain
